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WHO OR WHAT IS HBUG? 
HBUG is the Henley Branch User Group which was set up last year to 
represent the views of all users of the Branch Line between Twyford and 
Henley. As an officially recognised User Group we will be consulted about 
major timetable changes that affect you whether these are changes to the 
Branch Line timetable or changes to the Main Line connecting services. In 
order to respond correctly to these consultations we will need to know what you, 
the users, think about the current service and also request your input on any 
specific changes that are potentially controversial. We are also actively involved 
in gaining an understanding of the plans for Branch Line Electrification together 
with projected services after main line electrification and the subsequent 
introduction of Crossrail services through Twyford.  

Operationally we have already achieved an additional earlier service on Sunday 
mornings, and a late connecting service from Paddington in the week, leaving 
at 2318.   The previous last service was at 2248 and touch and go for getting 
back from theatre, concerts or sport.   Crossrail work in the evenings restricts 
services somewhat with the previous service listed in timetables as 2157 (quite 
a gap), but do check as the 2218 should enable later travel on Mondays to 
Thursdays if you change at Maidenhead for Twyford as well. Saturdays can 
also be problematic with main line alterations affecting branch connections but 
we’ve worked with FGW to adjust branch line times to match when appropriate. 
We’d like to give advance warning that over Easter many services will be very 
disrupted.  Expect branch line buses to take passengers to Wokingham for 
South West Trains to London and Reading.   

How to join 
To join the group mailing list in order to keep up to date and join discussion, 
write to us at henleybranchusergroup@gmail.com.   

 

ELECTRIFICATION UPDATE 
Representatives of the Henley Branch and Marlow and Maidenhead user 
groups attended a meeting on January 13th with Network Rail to be given the 
latest news on Branch line electrification. Electrification of all 3 Branches 
(Henley, Bourne End/Marlow and Windsor) is being evaluated as one project 
which will be split into three phases. 

We were told that Network Rail is in Phase 1 which consists of creating a 
detailed plan of all work required to enable electrification together with costings 
for that work. This will include for example work to increase the headroom 
between the line and overhead bridges, (which may be achieved on the Henley 
Branch by the much cheaper option of lowering the track rather than rebuilding 
bridges,) and work required to install the overhead line masts (which is 
complicated on the bridge across the Thames). This phase is due to be 
completed by Dec 2015. The results will be presented to the DfT in Jan 2016 
for a decision on whether the project is cost effective. Assuming approval is 
forthcoming this would give 2 years to carry out Phases 2 and 3 which 
comprises the detailed design and the Civil Engineering work including the 
installation of the overhead line equipment. If DfT approval is given in January 
2016 Network Rail still expect to have the branches electrified by December 
2017. There is clearly a risk that the proposal might fail at review either 
because of the costs or a change in government priorities following the election, 
but Network Rail seemed optimistic that it should be approved. A further update 
from Network Rail has been scheduled for July 2015. 

The meeting agreed that once the election is over we should ensure that the 4 
MPs whose constituencies are affected should be kept fully briefed so that they 
can become involved during the lead-up to the review.  

We also learned that Network Rail expect the stopping trains from Reading to 
Paddington to be electric units with effect from December 2016 and, for the 
train spotters amongst you, that the line between Reading and Didcot will have 
been electrified by this autumn to allow testing of one of the first of the new high 
speed electric intercity trains along this stretch of track. 
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